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Staff at the Roy Romanow Provincial Laboratory in Regina test COVID-19 samples on April 20 2020. PHOTO BY COURTESY 
SASKATCHEWAN HEALTH AUT /jpg 





Saskatchewan public health officials are getting creative to meet Premier Scott Moe’s goal of being able to 
conduct 4,000 COVID-19 tests in a single day by early September. 


The Saskatchewan Health Authority’s current one-day testing record is just 2,129, but Moe said he has 
challenged them to move to a capacity of 4,000 by the time schools reopen on Sept. 8. 


$40 million allocated from contingency fund to schools for COVID-19 precautions ... 





Moe has billed the extra testing capacity as a way to ensure a safe return to classes, since teachers and 


students would be prioritized for getting tests and results. On Monday, he said students could take part 
in “randomized, voluntary” testing with parental consent, and the testing could happen in schools 
themselves. 


Teachers and staff are also being encouraged to seek testing before the school year starts, similar to 
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| am pleased to see increases in our daily #COVID19AB 
testing numbers. | anticipate this is, in part, due to teachers 
and school staff choosing to be tested. 


| continue to encourage all teachers and school staff to get 
tested before the start of the school year. 
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“Increasing testing capacity has been vital to the success of our Re-open Saskatchewan plan. So we want 
to see testing increase even more as we increase our schools,” Moe said. 





Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe has billed the extra testing capacity as part of a safe return to school for students. PHOTO BY 
BRANDON HARDER /Regina Leader-Post 


Saskatchewan Health Authority officials say that’s not the only change to testing they plan to implement 
in the months to come. 


Medical Health Officer Dr. Johnmark Opondo said the SHA also plans to introduce “drive-thru” testing 
in Regina and Saskatoon. In a prepared statement, Opondo said people won’t need a referral from a 
doctor or the province’s 811 line to get tested at those sites — only a health card. 


Opondo wrote that planning is underway for “targeted monitoring and testing options” for schools. 
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Asked why the figure of 4,000 tests a day was set, executive council spokesman Matthew Glover said the 


goal shifts in line with new evidence, testing capacity and epidemiology. 


“Increasing test capacity and offering universal testing are key to Saskatchewan’s pandemic response.” he 
wrote. 


It’s not the first time the premier has challenged the SHA to scale up its testing capacity. Some, like 
SEIU-West President Barbara Cape, question whether getting capacity to nearly twice the current record 
is sustainable or possible. 


Cape’s union includes medical laboratory technologists and assistants who she claims are already 
“incredible” and being asked to do significant overtime because of the demand for COVID-19 testing in 
Saskatchewan. 


The province made testing available to anyone who wanted it on July 14 and has since seen an influx of 
interest. Earlier this month, it hired 90 staff — half of them part-time — to help process calls through the 
811 Health Line. 
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On Friday morning Cape said she was not aware of any plans to hire more laboratory staff or expand 
infrastructure, even though members still have to process other tests besides COVID-19, such as those 
that detect forms of cancer or HIV. 


“When the premier makes an announcement of 4,000 tests we should have the capacity in place before 
we Start increasing those numbers,” Cape said. 


SHA spokesperson Doug Dahl said the authority is looking to hire more technologists to meet the 
demand. 
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“We are aware of the need to protect our technology staff who have displayed an amazing response to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic,” he wrote. 


“The SHA will be hiring more laboratory technologists. We appreciate their continued support as we 
work to meet the need for testing capacity.” 


This article has been updated to include Glover’s comment. 
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1 Northern Sask. communities evacuate under wildfire threat 


Two major road projects underway in Saskatoon 


Video seems to debunk conspiracy theory that Kevin O'Leary was driving speedboat in fatal crash 


3 People dumped their goldfish into lakes. Now the pets are football-sized and taking over 
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